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Hagyoroszi is between Vde and Balassagyermat. In April 1952, & tent camp

wes set up in the forest there, which is used by the artillery regiment of
Mér. Summer training exercises began in April. The command called reserviets
for two or three monthe® drill. The 1 Reserve Artillery Abteilung wes' con-
‘shitubed in the camp from the f‘irs‘?c; group of 500.

The ar*ﬁ:ﬂlefm& r@gimmt of Mér is @@nﬁi&ered one of the best ar'billery wite in
the eountry. ~It was “outstendingly ﬂiﬁtinguished“ during the maneuvers, both : .

in the_theorstical work end the practieal exereises, as & result of which all-#gh ‘d’

the r@giment got five dayst speeisl leave, in growps of 100. In Mdr, the

regiuent oeeuples the new barracks bullt in 1948. The regiment eonslsts of
four abteilungs, equipped mostly with 85 mmcguns. The eommander is Captain
Porkoldd (fuu). >

The following data &pply to the Hengarian artillery in geners.l.

Serviee in the artillery is for three years, but this is only a pretence
and a sepposition; actuslly, none of the artillery have been mustered out
or releaged for years. On the other hand, more recrults are constantly
ealled wp for training. A reerdlt cannot elect the branch of service he
will enter. Except for the "unreliable elements” who are sssigned to lsbor
service, the higher commsnds decide where the recruit will go.

Great weight is laid on politieal schooling. It beglins the second day after in~
duetion., Those who display good progress in the political departwment can get
passes and special leave. OSoldiers who show litile liking for political educa-
tion must stay in the berracks on Sundays, and study.
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In regard do the food supply, the ssme methods are followed by all coma.nd.ers."‘-\
The foed is exsallent for the fivst two months; after that it grows scantier

~and poorer. Since the spring of 19%2, the food has become so bad that the men

often hewve only a cabbage soup for brsekfest. It Is fortunate that the men are
permithed to eat as much bresd as they wish.

Service langwage throughout the artillery is Hungarian. Russian terms of command
are not teught., Up to now, no Soviet officers have been attached to the regiment
of Mér, but. the welt 48 inspected by & Soviet staff officer once or twice a month.
He obsevves the drill; but has ac direct contact with the troops. The Soviet
eontroller for this r@gimnt always comes from Budapest,

The men are eubitbtercd wost of all over the poor and inedeouste rations. The pol-

ton 18 found to be boring and tiresome. The attitude toward the
harsh; they are lowfuy abused all the time, with or without good

itical instr
enligted men i3
TEBB o

In many regiments the soldiers stlll wesr old-style uniforms, but every soldier
now at least has & Soviet uwniform for parade. On leave, only Soviet uniforms may
e worn.. The “rubaska” (Soviet wniform shirt) is disliked because it is tight and
Wz)mmrmm 2y and the collsr drews so that s man ean hardly breathe.

The ouvi@t Pifie iz also uupopulsar. The bayonet alone is 43 em.long, and the
whole weapon with the bayonet m 165 gmelong, or the helght of & medium-gized
man. = Toe eoldiers call 1% sn "overgrown mesket.™ A1l soldiers feel(d.,ownr,ignt
aghamed when they have to stand guard duty in a Sovist wniform shirt with g
Rusgian rifle, Fasying civj,lim'a ofter ask them what they are doing in thia
Peagtern mad wde . o

So far, Women are Lo L ealled to ar*ﬂl@ry gervice., At the regiment of Mdr thene
are -ﬁmv G {2 o mer inPorgation sssistants. They wear skirts; "the' rest of
fhe 3 aﬁ'@m “is m«ex sage 852 that of the wen., The service ingignis are alsg the
gams,  Tisve sve enlisted womsn, noncommissionsd officers, ard officers.

| 211 women soldiers sre ‘@raif;efﬁ. ‘u. ‘*mdape-sm at the centra.l con-

cupieations ﬁ@\’l@ﬁln

L

The pr we of salubing is strongly iosisted upon in all branches of the service.
Fven the cowmon mldiw& wust greet esch other on the street. Women soldiers must
also be saluted. Soviet military personrel must be given the salute first. Since
Russians snd Bungariens wear the same uniform, it is hard to recognize them at a
digtence in the streets. The Russians are mainly distmguishable by their looks.
The other visible difference ls that the Russian soldie»rs War a red star on their
caps; the Fongarisoas, s bubbon with the eoat of arms of the’ Eungaria.n Peoplets
Demeerasy.. . The service ingignia, the r@lor and cut of the uniforms, » and the.
gervice colors are alike with Russians and’ Hung’ari&nsn The service ¢olor of ‘the
artillery 18 red; of the alr foree, bright biuves of the arored force , black, and

of the infantry :m:‘i. AVH border gnard, green. There are yarious small conmbinstions
aod, variations of colors and insignis; the. gervice color t)f the "“inle.nd" EVI{ is
blue. - - -

A eommch  eoldier fn the Artillery is paid €4 forints a month; and an acting
eorporal gets 10 Porints wore. The base pay of & subaltern officer is 700 forints;
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he gets supplementiry amounts according to his grade and rank. Subseription
4o the "pssce losn® is ebligatory for all; the minimm must be 100 forints. .
The Yelimbers” subscribe 300 to 400 forints, whereby they. obtain more leave |

and other compensatitms. The pay scarcely suffices for, cigsrette money, 'The

4

canteens can only be patronized by goldiers who receive money from home..

At ine beginoing of training the artilleryusd receive a songbook emtitled
324113 te biiszke dnekl ("let the proud song fiyt"). A weekly singing hour is

held to ghudy the oew. Argy Cngs. . L
.L - Commertt: The ertillery réglment referred to is probably
' the Heavy Artillery Reglment, 25X1

. —{Comuent; *Porkoldb™ means in Hrglish, prison guerd or Jailer.
. 5 propaply used ironically here lias & n;cblgmeg the geeurence of . | .
this term as a last name Is highly unlikely. =~ o TR e
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